CHAPTER XIV

THE FATHER OF HIS  COUNTRY

To follow Monk's career after the Restoration in detail
would here be out of place. It adds but little to our
knowledge of the man and labours under the ban of
anti-climax. To the student of history and government it
is full of interest, yet so unobtrusive was his work that
it is now hard to trace beneath the shifting strife of poli-
ticians. When men asked what after all this dull work-
day soldier had done that the country should idolise
him as it did, Secretary Nicholas, who knew, was wont
to say that even if he had not put Charles upon Ms
throne, he would still have deserved all the bounties the
King had bestowed upon him for Ms services after the
Restoration.

It is a remark profoundly true. His finest work goes
unrecorded. To suppose that the whole nation acquiesced
at once in the Restoration is almost as great an error as
to think that it was conquered by William at Hastings.
As yet Monk had but stolen a march on the IrreconcQ-
ables. Numbers of ardent spirits belonging to the Ana-
baptists, the Fifth Monarchy men, and the fighting
of the Quakers, together with a large body of extreme
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